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OK COOL | TREND REPORT

POPE LEO XIV
JUST GAVE NIKE AN
‘M UNEXPECTED CO-SIGN

\ SWIPE FOR MORE
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AMERICANS NEED TO
PARTY MORE

ustralia sending out their
play mind games with the

We're not doing it as much as we used to. You can be the

change we need.
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READINESS

Steven Bartlett says two glasses of wine
"ruined three days" of his life, even at the
youthful age of 30.

"I had a couple of glasses of wine, didn't get drunk. It ruined three
days of my life because of the domino effect it caused. | got
worse sleep that night, and then | ate more poorly the next day
because my dopamine system, the cortisol system was all
messed up. | podcasted worse. | didn't go to the gym that day or
the day after because | felt really bad. | then slept worse, and |
could track all of this on my Whoop." — Steven Bartiett

THE OPTIMISATION ERA IS DEAD

Go get ‘em High effort humanity:

A great night’s sleep can boost your readiness Referring to the desperate societal yearning to feel friction, process and
If there are any challenging tasks on your to-do uncomfortability as a means of discovering ourselves, connection and expertise.
list, today could be the day to tackle them!

@OK COOL Ltd. 2026 All Rights Reserved
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A report on actual GLP-1 consumption? Nope. In fact, love that for you. But, we are interested in the unique
perspectives, taste and creativity that have been disappearing from the world. So, what a perfect
metaphor for a shrinking society.

Steven Bartlett is leading a modern day anti-wine crusade in the name of optimisation and a dripped-out
Pope Leo is in his Nikes telling us to grasp at our humanity in the face of tech supremacy. Culture is in flux
and a ‘searching for morality and meaning’ era.

But the good news. Comparing the Pope and Steven Bartlett in the same sentence can only mean one
thing: it's OK COOL trend report szn. Now in our sixth year, we're once again exploring the culture, internet, L2
content and ~vibes~ that thrill, consume and influence [ E: 1o [ [eL-A e IRV ol & (e N ap) o (=L XN g [e L1 &

Twelve months ago in Let Them Eat Lore, we were obsessed with communal consumption, and its power
to create community in the process. Perspective became currency, and culture has had to grapple with
what's required to create something valuable.

LRI R o VI VER i \ATR=N 110 11 B=1 i (o g 4= - A Nonchalance is NONE-of-our-business¥:1gle R\VEH R = fallgle
how to embrace a state of cringe. Because at the end of the day, the magic is in the trying, the effort, the
friction; the process where taste, perspective and originality lives.

)

2 @@’.

@OK COOL Ltd. 2026 All Rights Reserved


https://www.okcool.io/trend-report-2026

N

first date idea:jm—

3 oinin;_.g.g communist
\vs'n ationa alists war. |
nactmentjing
kdong china. {

83 N°W, | HOFe You
Know The Rules...

ﬁ/- \/\/6'(6 ﬂmL expiaimnj 7Lreno(5
(aV\(‘j/C)V\Q could clo thed & 0 \/\f@
exp\ore eueryjhm 1l ed

Cq\)+ure5 caHention 4o '
Undﬂfﬂ'qv\d SOW‘-Q_“’Uﬂde Cholen:

“The \/\/hy,-

gl b 2)900{ sHuf s Hhe weed)s

3. We won’l be —|~€“mj %u wWhei-
“The next TkTok s 7

L. The yibe: big than about {un
—Uniﬂy; 5
SHS s SR =ercen . N
Whal connects /aeoplQ ?’?2%737_?:
e «Ey\;\(y 4\% ricdke

best work.



https://www.instagram.com/p/DXc3OnIDZbt/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DXc3OnIDZbt/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DXc3OnIDZbt/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DXc3OnIDZbt/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DXc3OnIDZbt/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DXc3OnIDZbt/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DXc3OnIDZbt/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DXc3OnIDZbt/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DXc3OnIDZbt/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DXc3OnIDZbt/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DXc3OnIDZbt/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DYw1_tsg5hU/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/DYw1_tsg5hU/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/DYw1_tsg5hU/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/DYw1_tsg5hU/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/DYw1_tsg5hU/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/DYw1_tsg5hU/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/DYw1_tsg5hU/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/DYw1_tsg5hU/?hl=en
https://www.trainjazz.com/
https://www.trainjazz.com/
https://www.trainjazz.com/
https://www.trainjazz.com/
https://www.trainjazz.com/
https://www.trainjazz.com/
https://www.itsnicethat.com/articles/andrea-marti-everyone-is-beautiful-and-no-one-is-horny-photography-project-020426
https://www.itsnicethat.com/articles/andrea-marti-everyone-is-beautiful-and-no-one-is-horny-photography-project-020426
https://www.itsnicethat.com/articles/andrea-marti-everyone-is-beautiful-and-no-one-is-horny-photography-project-020426
https://www.itsnicethat.com/articles/andrea-marti-everyone-is-beautiful-and-no-one-is-horny-photography-project-020426
https://www.itsnicethat.com/articles/andrea-marti-everyone-is-beautiful-and-no-one-is-horny-photography-project-020426
https://www.itsnicethat.com/articles/andrea-marti-everyone-is-beautiful-and-no-one-is-horny-photography-project-020426
https://www.itsnicethat.com/articles/andrea-marti-everyone-is-beautiful-and-no-one-is-horny-photography-project-020426

OK COOL | TREND REPORT

EVEN WE LIKE TO | sa¢cT c#£cA OURSELVES
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If there's one thing we know, the good stuff comes straight from the source. For us, that means surveying all ya'll to get the take on
the vibes. From across the world, and everyone from Gen Alpha to the Boomtowners (cute rebrand hey!), we checked in with over

2,900 of you. So, what did you have to say?

CoNNgTien) | ©

HoBBIES

52.3% of you describe your relationship
with the algo as giving situationship.

| guess better than the 26.5% that are
feeling toxic. With only 20.7% of you being
lucky enough to have an algo that knows

Isitarecession indicator? The masses are
reacquainting themselves with
embarrassment.

92.5% of you see it as an essential part of the human
condition. Helping you to connect, break the ice, and
discover new things <3

Almost half of you insist that while it might start on the algo, you're putting in
the work crafting it in the world. And only 18% of you admitting you've given

over to it. So maybe we are seeking something a little more ~real and
individual~. We're in our reclamation era.

hobbies.

"Anarchist woodworking"

"Collaging and queer line dancing. In person in
physical spaces, not online."

"Honestly? Sex parties. In real life, no digital,
let's do this thing "

"my biggest hobby update is being more
outwardly proud of the thing I've loved since |
was young. being a horse girl is no longer

cringe thanks to yellowstone, (the horse girls
have been vindicated)"

"| started DJ-ing at 55."

"Whatever the slow life thing is where you just
sit and appreciate things not being o

Another year, and even more of you lot are getting
involved with the comments section. From 29% last

year, up to 35.4% this year, saying you're “out there
commenting”.

Butit’s not all new hobbies and dreams.

68.5% of you feel like you're seeing less
individuality in the world.

@OK COOL Ltd. 2026 All Rights Reserved
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1.MAYBE DOING IT FOR THE BIT WAS THE MEANING OF LIFE ALL ALONG

2. TASTE IS A CASTLE INSIDE YOUR MIND

3.WHAT EVEN IS A PLATFORM THESE DAYS?

4. THE CREATORS MUST HAVE A GREAT ETSY WITCH
5.BRANDS ARE IN THEIR "PUT YOUR BACKINTO IT" ERA
6.JUST SHOW U CARE AS MUCH AS YOU WANT THEM TO
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A guide to absolute .
barnyard chaos.
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THE INNER THOUGH SOCIETY
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After following the algo for so long, we're lost. So deep into
the performativity abyss, it's only gone and taken us the
time it took Karl Bushby to walk this earth to realise:

e're craving that same kind of puritv o
ipurpose, and the endeavo

gl He's been walking around the world for 27 years. Here's one
of the biggest lessons he's learned about happiness

el Karl Bushby was 29 when he left his home city of Hull, England and took off for the
. ll adventure of a lifetime. With $500 in his pocket and...

Al Dec 30. 2025

Ca |
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BEWARE THE .

e
\h _ )]

WE'RE
PUTTING THE
EFFORT IN.

(THE FLEX)
If optimicas:
The . iMisatiop jg - .
pre-optimisation things, wijjy there ev::twmg g
elra be nothiﬂg left> ua"y

LITERAL
FLATTENINGOF .-~ Hence: the pendulur
EVERYTHING

RIP OUR INDIVIDUALISM

Before ChatGPT, biohacking, and the Our world(s) became smaller. Ozempic is the literal metaphor for the But we're rebelling. It's time to put in the
fastest routes on maps, we'd have to go structural flattening of the world, aiming to make everything smaller, work. Go deep, take up space, read a
through the process to find the simpler and faster. We Al our answers, score our sleep, streamline our book. And if you don't, you'll be left
answers. We'd understand ourselves commutes. Eradicating friction when maybe it was integral all along. behind. It's what the culture rnis
and the world through the context of Now everything became the same. Everyone looks the same. yearning for.
experience. Optimised > end result. Answer. Automated. Shortcut. Bland. Flat.

Boring.
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We started hacking performance. Optimising for clout.
But the chase gutted effort as a result.

® # + ceeMS ik
d f f b f " , jittle 100 10N g s\'ﬁe
Leaving us greedy for life, but never full. Ay

DOCUMENTING OURSELVES > PERFECTING OURSELVES > DOIT FOR THE CONTENT > DOING IT FOR DOING IT FOR THEBIT >
unselfconsciously posting curating our personal brands: the what is life if not one big, COMMENTARY - It seems like the great attention grab
relationship status updates and most attractive, productive & competitive content trying to be the loudest and the might have done something
unedited camera rolls successful versions of ourselves opportunity, performing for funniest in the room worthwhile. Reminding us great

literally anyone and anything things happen when you put yourself

out there. Cringe but kinda real imo.
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WE STARTED THINKING PERCEPTION WAS THE POINT BUT WE
S ] PERFORMED SO HARD WE MADE IT PURE ez

Wotch o
cat Hhe Ib (7
CO\‘]"{U Ch

Enster b,,, i

=\ Y -- Performativity:
\ @ '  Doing it for the content,

Events and creators go viral
| seeking validation online
"self-expression feels like a performance

Purity:
. 3¢ _Z o REVRE W | these days and the internet is full of people
= v trying to stand out. you can no longer be

Doing it for purpose, . i . x
seeking community and shared | Ty Sy W | adriET B EA™ |
SR WYY ff | : \ REE = _ unlike everyone else, unless you are

o ! e | . hyper-specific. like the niche of your niche”

experience through the absurd AA

(ofo G c ‘_'
Ionc seasonts: mmm

COMMUNITY e |
S A ., g
BYPRODUCT

"You gotta not care what
anyone thinks and just live" (=
T R the bit’ is the space in
| between

Suppose ‘doing it for

THE TIKTOKIFICATION
OF THE GOLIATH EXPEDITION
@OK COOL Ltd. 2026 All Rights Reserved
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WE'RE TAKING MATTERS INTO OUR OWN HANDS
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Speaking of rebuilding traditional structures. Religion is having a moment (can
RE S I S I AN ‘ E IS A you say that after say, tens of thousands of years?) as young people today are
seeking meaning in tumultuous times. If algo-tech-automation represents

the big bad rn, is absolution found in communion? The answer is yes. But
communion looks and sounds a little different to how it once did.

Giuliana Degidio
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Grownkid | life is play

574 posts 48.8k followers 3 following

a social club for those who believe the meaning of life is play. weekly
play-based gatherings in NYC
@ linktr.ee/Grownkid
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The Best Street Style From Lost, The No-Phones Club Night
That Everyone In London Is Talking About

BY OLIVIA ALLEN
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LOYALTY IS A CURRENCY
AND YOU GET BACK WHAT
YOU EARN

This realisation isn't necessarlly new.
But, we have been naive as to what it
takes to getit.
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. One mlght get free beers at the local no
but remember it took years and
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energy, effort, consistency, and being an absolute delight over and over. :
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Taste is not having the taste to talk
about good taste. It can't be
something you arrive at when you

5 o 0K ool SUR

“| see a lot less individuality on the feeds, but if you know where to

¢ look IRL, or the podcasts to listen to, books to read, plays to watch, @ purchase whatever the “cool girls”
4 movies and docs to consumer, art shows to visit, etc., individuality is [ are telling you to. But it's also not

alive and well. It's just not in the feeds especially.”
- OK COOL Survey Respondent, 2026

the performance of the pursuit of
it. Taste is the continuous under-
taking, a curation of things you
experience: like the music
played in your house as akid, it's
both earnt and ongoing.

52 analog activities for every week of 2026

ﬁ.‘ MADALIN

“TASTE" IS JUST THE CHIC REBRAND THE INTERNET HAS GIVEN PRO-
CESS (LEARNING, EFFORT, CARE, CREATIVITY AND DEDICATION). THE
BUMMER IS THOSE THINGS ACTUALLY TAKE TIME.

69% OF YOU SAID YOU SEE LESS
INDIVIDUALITY IN THE WORLD TODAY
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00 THE HEED THINGC

When niche becomes mass, thereal1s 4 ~ Effort is the ultimate symbol of
find ways to bypass algorithmic 4 & | humanity. In a world where everything
recommendation and get deep into | / IS optimised for ease, friction is
the farlands, retreating to subcultures | ~ status. Whether that's quietly
and communities to find authentic | . . seeking out obscure knowledge,
solid ground once again. o d Nle renovating your one euro house in
| AT L L b Sicily yourself, or climbing the Empire
Exiting the mainframe through the R | y/ te Building to force the world to
mainframe & | (@A = < D) = ol Lag I look. We're down for sweat,
' WA W 1 LN O K " conviction and proof of who you are
and what you're about. Doing it because
 can, not because it's easy.
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TAKE A PHOTOGRAPH OF YOUR HEAD

e (s ..‘_' - y
. - - -'l_« - 1 ?.'._h_-.-‘ 3 : 4
INSIDE A FREEZER, UPLOAD THIS PHOTO [l e - &M = g THAT
TO THE INTERNET (LIKE FLICKR). TAG THE -\ ' - | ) - L B 5 S HO
FILE WITH: 241543203. THE IDEA IS THAT IF (- : = ey i 7. — C g T
YOU SEARCH FOR THIS CRYPTIC TAG, ALL s - N, A o, = B 2 — Y s "
E PHOTOS OF HEADS IN FREEZERS A il o

WILLAPPEAR. | JUST DID ONE. :

: P Sticker] So hot | have to raise my standaras
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AS WE CURATE AND ATTEMPT TO REBUILD OUR TASTE OUTSIDE OF THE ALGO, WE'RE REDISCOVERING OUR
SENSE OF SELF. PUTTING THE WORK IN, COLLATING REFERENCES, SOUNDS AND VISUALS, ENGAGING IN
LITERATURE OR THE ARTS, TRYING NEW HOBBIES, JOINING COMMUNITIES AND CULTURES; PHYSICALLY

LEAVING THE HOUSE TO BECOME AN INDIVIDUAL AGAIN.

WS ==a0K cool’ SURE

cipline and

The patron saint of Gen X fashion designers, Raf Simons, recently made waves online

@) “Square Dancing. Really random I know. But fully IRL, no phones in sight, just dancing
g- (fancy walking, actually). | picked up running my core Dungeons and Dragons group
again as ﬂ:le forever DM (previous DM Wantef'.to bea’?’ayer again). We P’ay online but ] se lnt? bending over backwards to get on our level and speak our language, what we really
we play with cameras on for faux-IRL. I'm writing my first solo novel entirely by handasa | llation;
i revolt to Al and to reconnect to the scribal art of manuscr. ipt creation, instead of domg _ i - BF ) Williams’s multi-gagillion dollar music videos, Chris Cunningham’s ads for Y SAYS o K cooLl' SURVEY SAYS —
» everything via typographic mode. Life is more intentionally handcrafted and IRL, and I go |X| ; o s - Eud Playstation, or Spike Lee’s ads for Nike. Ambition doesn’t necessarily mean something "Art creating_ writi
to tech and digital stuffstrateglcaﬂy. Also enjoying really sick edits on Instagram. ' e high budget or something created by someone famous. It just needs to exist on a level draWing dancing ceramics Things i
OSﬂy Star Wars/Game of Thrones/Harry Potter/LOTR ones.” ) e of ideas and execution beyond what the edgelords at home can make. The rest is just neeé to prese;ﬂ: for Analog "
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| for saying “maybe [fashion| was nicer when it was more elitist.” And while I don’t hold

g the same sentiment, I understand why it is so sticky. At a time when brands are

crave now is ambition: whether that takes the form of Pre-Zara John Galliano, Hype
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"It's not so much about being cringe -- | think
it's about demonstrating the willingness to

potentially be cringe. Showing others that you
are willing to be real and vulnerable with them

i@ opens the possibility for human connection.” » You made it
d:[ﬁ:@ Tk nne 7 -

(' victoria_repa
\:.9 Dear millennials

You no longer need to put "lol" or "haha" after everything you type.

“embaffassment is an under
explored emotion-

&)

I ' g_alsticsl- m——

e
un

"cringe is confidence
| without the fear of being
4 perceived"

"We live on a floating
rock. Life is too short to
not be cringe.”

And this is a world we want to live in. Fandom, obsession, leaning in,
trying. Just imagine not living your obsessions because someone
without any told you not to.

IF YOU CAN'T HANDLE ME AT MY
WORLD EXCEL CHAMPIONSHIPS YOU
DON'T DESERVE ME AT MY FERAL GIRL
DANCEFLOOR
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Charisma, Unigueness.
Nerve and Talent that is.

Cringe is now the vehicle to cool; earning the kind of respect true effort deserves, and the only way to reach that dgaf
nirvana. Ru didn't become the Queen of Drag by not investing the time on that beat baby.

———
5 B —

No one has manifest.
hifes
More earnestly th.atr('a d
Pitbull

Fishing is so in
right now

| feel like we're all so tired of
perfectionism cause Al can deliver that.
SO cringe becomes human again? and
§ 0k? and sometimes even cool? and also |
& people just being tired. I'm exhausted so |
don't even have the mental space to
2 worry about not being cringe. If I'm liking (&
! it, I'm doing it - online or IRL. After all,
@ who feels the cringe is the other person,
@ While I'm feeling (potentially) something
i else (and hopefully more positive).”.

causelyouicy -
—e= YO Curated ﬂaﬁjg
EXperiencelforime
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Passioq,aée about | N el ™
iob? Sue me. T i"
my job Put on that knight armour
and do jt ing
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HAVE YOU NOTICED?

WE DIDN'T EVEN WORKED HARD ON
HAVE OUR VIRAL THAT ONEHEY FELLAS

SUMMER
BLOCKBUSTER
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VIRAL SHOULDN'T BE THE AMBITION. RESONANCE SHOULD !
BE. FOCUSING ON BIG NUMBERS CAN GET IN THE WAY OF
YOUR BRAND EVOLVING AND GROWING. WHAT, ONE THING
WORKED, AND NOW YOU'LL ONLY DO THAT FOREVER?

Spotify took a risk when they changed the app icon (you just know it took months to get it across
the line internally). They were brave and uncomfortable, and it paid off - then a hundred brands tried
to capitalise on their discomfort.

(XYY

q
{d
%

The question you have to ask yourself: would you rather set the tone? Or make another brand even
more famous the more you talk about them?

Create something to be remembered even after the moment has passed.

N ~_out = B You dont need too follow [
~conte d n
i gk, Dol bbb s S o e i I the crowd to be HAPPY
‘“ ‘ VR l“ 4 | B
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Does anyone recognize this young lady. She went through
McDonalds and she didn't even offer me a drink of her

. N

| N

Ready when you are

Can you tell me the typical traits of a Capricorn born 29 december 1991 at
6.30pm in Wangaratta australia and what it means for me right nowﬂ

| ""1'-.
[ ]

bt o -

iy,

WEARING HEAD-TO-TOE,
BOTTEGA VENETA
IN *“EUPHORA"

SWIPE FOR MORE
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WE'RE FINALLY '— THE VIBE THIS YEAR? ONLY 20.2% OF YOU ARE
SAYING I'T. . FOLLOWING YOUR OFFLINE DREAMS. 39.4% OF
THER < (INIO|| MPORTANTLY?40.5% OF YOU CAN'TEVEN

= = l: TELL THE DIFFERENCE
DELINEATION BETWEEN |

P &

YOU ARE (UN?)HAPPILY ONLINE. BUT MOST

PLASTER OVERHEARD AT FRIEZE

where the fuck is

= SITUATIONSHIP TL Mitch McConnell?
BOXING RAVE A Ll ;

il

I'm avoiding dinners
this week. I can't risk il
Ozempic shits. I

W

Everything is internet. Meaning we're in a very unexpected, creative
and unbridled era for imagining just what content can look like. The g
most dangerous thing you could do is think of it as a mere format.
For audiences, they can barely tell the difference, it's all just makes
up the cinematic universe that is their lives.
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GO0 0 00 O Oy
Ifthe online and offline
world can no longer be

told apart, then what
9 constitutes content, or '

9! channels, or platforms,
Or Spaces?

What could once be
described as offline
feels more like memories
of a bygone era because
Who even remembers
the [ast time they dic
something truly
uninspired or devoid of
the influence of the
internet.

Rather where we are rr
is more like online abyss.
So intertextual self
referential and meta

Wwe can't even see

the light.
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THE TIKTOK VIDEO YOU'RE FILMING
THE CAFE THAT WAS RECOMMEI;IDED A el _TlNG IT FROM THE POST OFFICE

THE REVERSE PARAL ) I TO YOU FROM TIKTOE 5

Ly L SR O
OU MESSAGING YOUR FRIEND TOG
RUNNING BUT THEN TAKING A SELFIE
AND THEN LOGGING IT ON STRAVA

OU MESSAGING YOUR
FRIEND TO GO RUNNING
BUT THEN TAKING A SELFIE

AND THEN LOGGING IT ON
STRAVA AND THENES
SHARING TO YOURIG

STORIES T

EPERONI SPONSORING AN
PISODE OF EMILY IN PARIS
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FACEBOOK MARKETPLACE
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3 HOUR YOUTUBE VLOG
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5|ON THEMED)
U'RE IN

ONLINE CONVERSATIONS
DISCUSSING EMILY WILSON'S
DISLIKE OF NOLAN'S THE ODYSSE
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CALLING OUT PEOPLE FOR
JUMPING ON THE DISCOURSE
BANDWAGON INSTEAD OF JUS
READING THE ODYSSE
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0S BUT
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SO GOOD

We love a renaissance at OK COOL, and Instagram is
living hers.

6.1%
: Insta Reels reign

' supreme over TikTok
(30.3%)

N i
L

NEVER LOOKED

1009 Mo=EGeac GAVS ATNUNS 1002 Yo ==zc<a2c GAVS AFNUNS

But like any good diva in a midlife crisis, she can't be

boxed. We have the millennial optimism era making a
comeback, slop but make it HI (human intelligence™),
as well as what just the general algo supremacy that
the OK COOL Gen Zers are boots-on-the-ground

reporting.

v
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AS DISCUSSED, MESSY IS
VERY CHIC CURRENTLY

1. Get your nails painted every single

colour because it’s just as expensive

NOT INSTAGRAM CREATE
MODE BEING THE
ULTIMATE FLEX FOR
HUMANITY

e ~
iml v
ORISIT? b

XP=

Would you rather:

1- be compressed into a zip

file (.

2- be an email attachment QY@
I [ |

3- be acell in an excel sheet
= Y%

THINGS TO MAKE EVERYTHING

A GIRIL'S GUIDE
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Dropbox has had the Margiela glow up. The brand opening up their
process, inspiration, strategy and archive to the world. Digestible isn't the

point. Immersion is.

Not to mention the Fred Again tick of approval. The artist is begging fans
to be present IRL this tour, and in return gifting them professional
photography, unreleased tracks and original art bespoke to each stop on
the tour.

Where craft is your currency as a brand, artist or creator, how can you
signify the hand of god to culture? Literally show them the receipts.

In a world where end products have never been more replicable. Make

your process the currency. And sharing that creates something unique to
share, connect and create genuine community with your audience and
fans.

Kmda checks out 52 2% of you say you ‘rea part of excluswe online
communities. We're desperately seeking purpose and specificity rn.
Investlng tlme when it's depth we're yearnlng for

E RY MaisonMargiela.folders
Name T
ox i Maison Margiela folders Announcement

2 Preparation & Teaser
3 Fall-Winter 2026 Show

~ 4 Artisanal Exhibition

5 Anonym'

“Us

OWEEKS
10 SONG

Maiso

n Margiela
FARLS
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DROPBOX

News

Fred again.. drops
rclusive creative
files from his

“SB002” tour

By Dropbox Team

Published on April 27, 2026
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They're competing with anything that'’s vying for
our attention, hence a visual shift where content is
becoming more aesthetically cinematic, as social
shows up ATL campaigns and TV in both
production value and creative ambition.

Creating for an audience who demand depth and effort means baring
all and being provocative (not clickbait, but like, actually starting a

conversation)...
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Founded in 2017, Substack has grown into something
culturally potent. By 2025, the platform had 20 million

- monthly active subscribers; by 2026, that figure had

climbed past 35 million.

May 4, 2026 4:06 PM Eastern Daylight Time
Pinterest Announces First Quarter 2026
Results, Delivers 18% Revenue Growth, Record
Users, and Approximately $2 Billion of Share

Repurchases

Their sensibility and hard earned expertise.
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TODAY'S CREATORS AREN'T

WORKING FOR A7 AP BMS, _
THEY'RE WORKING FOR

RET/REMENT

Professional Summary:

While BTS and EGC aren't exactly new, we're living a boom. Documenting your work
as proof of process has become the new norm. In an era of complete uncertainty,
and non-traditional careers, social profiles are living archives of expertise.

Backup But

Verified Proof of Work (THE Living Portfolio)
| Not Background

@ katiesedit_ it's a @wearekeats world

T WE LUV TO SEE THE
LIFE OF THE TREE AT
THE SUPERBOWL
-

-> a collection of incidental camcorder frames and behind-
the-scenes captures from our recent shoot with @wearekeats

They're on the scene of every big pop culture
moment, but does anyone know who they are?
Meet the rising generation of backup dancers.

PN By

I VEET THE RISING

¥ GENERATIONOF -~ -
BACKUP DANCERS~

, ﬁ Meatalie Michio @ 25

A lew weeks ago | started as news wriler al W Magazine @0 F (@ W

o. Brief an opportunity.
an create together.

The Dazed team’s

favourite albums
0f2026 sofar

Brands listen up. Don't prief a vide
Something new you and a creator €

|

3
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Naija dey carry last: Can Nigeria function
despite corruption?

As a result, personal style is dying. ..more

Thanks for reading (SOS) Shan on Substack!
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“Please don't call me sexy”-Body neutrality
and being dark skin
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THE BEST BRANDS RN ARE
DOING THE MOST AND THEY
HAVE US IN A CHOKEHOLD

For too long brands have been giving low effort

r generationa\

thing you can
ly over time

situationship. But your audience have wised up. And,
terrifyingly, for the brands that have gotten away with
phoning it in, these audiences now know what their

attention is worth.

ntinuing thel

Burberry €O

run provingd the chicest

d consistent

Need. to sell some drinks? Host an
entire dating event at the pub.
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Spaces, experiences, stunt sightings, even promo codes. Literally any
brand or product moment can be an opportunity to create something
your audience can interact with. Creating the kind of cultural

¢i  associations that signal not just the culture you're tapping into, but

%& create to prove you stand for it too.
e
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Who doesn’t love to be read to filth? To be seen is to be loved
after all. So, read ‘em baby. Your fans, your competitors, the
category norms, the culture, anyone really. At some point we

started getting so scared of saying anything to piss someone
off we stopped saying anything of interest and it shows.

TRY THIS

» What does your brand stand against? Make that your personality for a bit.
e What's does your brand get criticised for? Make that the brief.

» Do a Spotify. What's a big swing you could take that not everyone will love,
but would defs get them talking?
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Don't let success become your prison. The viral format THfswﬁMY

shouldn’t be the only thing you ever create. And just because ¥ S 1 REACTIVE, THE

something worked for one brand doesn’t mean it will for you. : , ENEMY IS
| #  UNORIGINALITY

Be unrelentingly dedicated to something (a feeling, a 7 ff "'ﬁ‘éﬂ'(?f.'\’,é 2

product, a service, a vibe) and then constantly prove it.

Growth is sustained acquisition of new audience cohorts.So B = /7T ST
do enough to get attention. Have the confidence to create : | ) ,
with your gut. | f i e ~

e L
- nn‘%“‘{“ LA

ifcitellikeditwheEnsthey

N one St e s B Lo e e S o Lo e Lo O e Lo e S e S Lom e S s e e e e o Qo Lo e B e R S one Ao Sma ko Sne St s B e Rne SAa S

A e e e e e e e el SRt ey ey

' i miss when our pop stars clldntspeakllke Chlef I v I Hls

marketing officers

283 « Don't follow the format, establish
& Charli @ @charli xcx-13/07/2026 + R
truly believe anti marketing will become a &3l » Target some ideas for mass, but  fgS |

thing soon... still marketing but it’s just a g3 get comfortable experimenting  [g2 . SAY A PRAYER To ALL OUR ANGELS
different approach, more intimate, wllfd  constantly totryandimpressa |G

personal, private, one on one. less about flksl  tiny group

the projection of scale, Pm nto txx gl oo e, ia\é BURIED IN THE VIRALITY GRAVEYARD
ko s i E R Ak about who your brand is, instead, [4 _ i
HRIIIORDES e

when you see a trend you want
to be apart of, think “yes, and..."
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It's not a lo-fi or hi-fi question. It's high concept and anything less
Is redundant. Distinction takes time, energy and dedication and if
you want to be a brand that's leading the conversation (not follow-
ing it) you need to embrace it generously.

gay people can never just say it's a good song

) TAYLA

she detached her p@$sy, melted it into titanium
and steel, turned it into a hard drive, and when
they plugged it into the laptop this is what they
heard

Ll

@ne Million
Eollowerss

Effort is how you earn that place in culture you say you want.

TRY THIS

» Show the receipts that prove you've spent the time in the group |
chat, the Reddit threads, the scenes.

« Remember content isn’t just a video. Can you create products,
events or stories that do something bigger. That's high effort in

practice, you're literally leaving something behind for them (and ‘ Haémat Suit Men From the o
you). : . G

 Raise the community up. Find meaningful ways to collaborate B SO R = & : t:";__‘ u) =
with the people who understand how hard you need to go to earn Putting up Blue Tape Across hungry footballers Huh A APs

your placein it. ﬁLondon
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GAMBLE ON SOMETHING NEW

A new creator collab. New format. New
anything. Best practice is stagnation, so be
brave, back something, and move the
conversation forward.

BE IRREPLICABLE

What's an idea only your brand could
do? Easy. The one only you were brave
enough to think of and back. Don't look
for proof, look for a point. And if you
can't find a reference, that's a good
thing honey.

Y X o
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LET THEMFILL IN THE BLANKS

Engagement is king right now because reach is ""| Sy
less impactful than ever. But that means being i ety
brutally honest. Have we given the audience ¥ L
something they'll want to take the time to play

DON'T BE FORGETTABLE, DUH

Boring is just bad ROI. Don't fall into the
trap of eroding at your own effort by
dulling the edges of what you're trying
to say.
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DKCOOL IS MADE UP OF OVER 100 OF THE HOTTEST STRATEGISTS, CREATIVES & MAKERS GLOBALLY — OK COOL IS MADE UP OF OVER100 OF THEHOTTEST STRATEGISTS, CREATIVES & MAKERS GLOBALL
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s 40 something slides later....
¥ time to get to work bb!

OK COOL can help you turn insight into action:

> SOCIAL FIRST CAMPAIGNS, CONTENT & WORLD BUILDING
> CREATOR & TALENT PARTNERSHIPS
> CULTURAL INTELLIGENCE & STRATEGY
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Let's talk >
studio@okcool.io
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d In 2025, OK COOL joined Residence, a 750-person global network of creative companies dedicated to meeting the unique needs of our '
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Continental Europe (18.8%), Australia & New Zealand (7%), Latin America (3.1%), Asia (2.7%), Africa (0.8%) and Middle East (0.7%).

Fieldwork was conducted June 2026 to August 2026. The quantitative survey is supplemented
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